PAINTINGS BY MICHAEL GUTTERIDGE

"Michael Gutteridge is an artist who lives and breathes Manchester. Born and discovered in the city, the eclectic urban landscape forms chief subject of his paintings. Drawing from stimuli such as music and psychology, Gutteridge brings together disparate influences to capture the vibrancy and multi-valence of Manchester. His distinctive style relies on techniques of distortion and juxtaposition to create expressionist and surreal depictions of the city’s architecture, as well as conveying social facets of life in Manchester. Gutteridge regularly exhibits in galleries throughout Manchester and the North West. His last major exhibition was at The Portico Library & Gallery in September 2005."          (Inside+Out Magazine)
AGENDA

I am trying to capture some of the excitement and other emotions evoked by the architecturally eclectic, peculiarly vibrant city I live in via interesting forms of derangement expressed through colour, brushwork, proportionality, shapes, perspective, energy, and an eclectic juxtaposition of styles.  Sometimes I'm specifically trying to convey existentially disorientating feelings through these techniques and other times just a general sensual vibrancy. My influences include Carel Weight, Chaim Soutine, Edvard Munch, and L.S. Lowry.
The two paintings on display are 'The Peveril of the Peak no.4 (at night)' and The Midland Hotel. The first is one in a series of five paintings of the Peveril of the Peak public house on Gt. Bridgewater Street, Manchester, a beautiful art nouveau building nestled within much larger apartment and office blocks which exerts an aesthetic fascination for me. In this version I have tried to capture some of the excitement felt walking through the area on a warm summer evening. The second painting was created in the last month specifically with the Moving Manchester project at Manchester Central library in mind, after I was informed of the event. It is mainly an experiment in contrasting the colours of orange-yellow and dark magenta, which I find produce an exciting effect. This is mainly expressed through the orange sky set against the dominant Midland Hotel building, but is again microcosmically repeated in the small figure at the very centre of the painting to suggest its fainter echo. The painting includes St. Peter's Square and Manchester Central Library where the Moving Manchester launch is being held, and I have tried to reveal the ethnic diversity within Manchester through the figures in the foreground to reflect the theme of the project. 

For more information, details of forthcoming exhibitions, or to contact Michael, please visit the website at: www.michaelgutteridge.com or email mg@michaelgutteridge.com 
