Obituary

Dike Omeje, poet.
1972-2007
Dike Omeje’s brief but influential career as a poet was cut short by his premature death in January 2007. Omeje was a charismatic performer who mesmerised even the toughest audiences. He performed at prisons, primary schools, youth clubs, academic conferences and night clubs. As Manchester’s unassailable Poetry Slam champion, he was persuaded to retire from the competition to give other performers a chance of winning. He became a well-loved host of that event, exhibiting an easy charm and drawing out the best from each contestant. In stark contrast to his commanding stage presence, however, he was warm, inclusive and self-effacing. A long time member of the Manchester-based poet and musicians’ collective Speakeasy, he frequently performed at the Green Room, pioneering some of his most his innovative and formidable performances and working in collaboration with other artists. 
There were strong moral and spiritual undertones to his work. Listening to his poems could also be an unsettling experience, since he often launched attacks on his subjects from unexpected, sometimes humorous angles. Poetry did not pay his bills, however. He worked briefly at the Manchester reception of The Big Issue in the North then, as his poetry career took off, he supplemented his performance fees by working as a security guard in several of Manchester’s department stores. As a member of the Brothatalk poetry collective, he regularly toured the UK. Despite his distaste for self-promotion, his powerful performances were beginning to earn him an international reputation. At the time of his death he had been recording work for a new national tour. 
Omeje published three collections of poetry: Mightier than the Sword (1997), The Mindfield (2003), which contained his own illustrations, and Crafting the Practice (2004). Further details of his published work and audio performances can be found at www.myspace.com/artycoolate;www.speakeasymcr.com; www.cheersta.co.uk;www.urbanstreet.co.uk; www.shorelines.org.uk
