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In 2016,
the UN
conducted
research

to investigate the perceptions
and experiences of adolescents
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on issues such as gender equality. [




The Invisible Girls

Teenagers face challenges

that make girls’ rights
and dreams invisible.

Researchers found that girls drop
out of school and vanish from public
records because of reasons such
as poverty and gender expectations.

Girls linked education to
increasing life opportunities

Girls claimed that it
was a challenge to
stay in school.

and improving their ability
to obtain employment and earn
money to survive.
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Du.e to poverty and societal factors, they often focus
on household chores, have limited time

to study, and marry young.

parents may choose to
educate their son rather than
their daughter.

As a result, girls
have difficulty in
realising their dreams
of a better life
through education.

Often, boys face
a different set of
expectations.
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Boys
are expected
to be the
“breadwinners”
and are sent
to school so
they can get
a better job.

For example, parents of girls expect
aman to pay a good ‘bride price' before
he can marry their daughter.

Due to different gender norms,
boys marry at an older age and stay
in education longer than girls.

Consequ.ently, boys have more
support to stay in school and make
their dreams come true.

j To sum up, both boys and girls
| perceive education as a potentially
life-changing process.

As a result of hardship
and different gender roles,
many girls stop attending school
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